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More About Buncombe 

Descendants of Thomas Buncombe 

Generation No. 1 

i. Thomas 1 Buncombe, He married Esther . 
Children of Thomas Buncombe and Esther are: 

2 I. Child 2 Buncombe, born Bef. 1742. 

+ 3 ii. CoL Edward Buncombe, born 1742 in St. Kitts, West Indies; died May 1778 in Philadelphia, PA. 

4 iiL Child Buncombe born Aft 1742. 

5 iv. Child Buncombe, born Aft. 1742. 

Generation No. 2 

3. CoL Edward 2 Buncombe (Thomas 1 ) was born 1742 in St. Kitts, West Indies (Source: Vernon L 
Everett, Jr.), and died May 1778 in Philadelphia, PA (Source: Vernon L Everett, Jr.). He married Elizabeth 
Dawson Taylor 10 April 1766 in St. Christopher (Source: Vernon L Everett Jr.). She died 24 October 1773 
(Source: Vernon L Everett, Jr.). 

Notes for Col Edward Buncombe: 

1) kes&xrchzr* E. B. (Berry) Davis - redmaple@swbell.net (5/01) 

2) Posted on: Washington County, NC Query Forum Reply Here: (Posted 5/23/01) from: 
ajchilds@usa.net http://cgi.rootsweb.com/-genbbs/genbbs.cgi/USA/NC/Washir^ton/10545 
Surname: Houghton, Goelet, Buncombe 

Washington County I have iraced a slave ancestor's ownership to Thomas B. Haughton, in 1832. This 
ancestor was the property of Haughton at his death in 1832, after which siave Providence was sold from the 
estate to John Cox, of Edenton. Houghton's wife, Eliza A.P. Soelet, was the daughter of Elizabeth Taylor 
Buncombe, daughter of Colonel Edward Buncombe. Thomas B. Houghton's wife, and Cox's wife, Ann Booth 
Pollock Clark, were first cousins through their mothers. Elizabeth Taylor Buncombe and Hester Ann 
Buncombe, were both daughters of Col. Buncombe. I am trying to determine how Thomas B, Haughton 
obtained ownership of Provey, in the first place. * 

Ancestry.com Genealogical Databases http://www.ancestry.com/rd/rwlist2.asp 
Notes: Military Service: 9 Sept 1776 - CoL, Militia Forces, Tyrrell Co, NC 
May 1774 - Appointed Clerk of Court, Colonial Govt. Tyrrell Co., NC 
17 April 1776 - Col. 5th Regt NC Troops 
About 1767 - Tyrrell Co,, NC 
About 1768 ~ Tyrrell Co., NC 

The first court at Backlanding on Spruill's plantation was held on "the third Tuesday in May, 1774." At 
this court Colonel Edward buncombe presented a commission appointing him clerk of the court. Colonel 
Buncombe was the last clerk of court for Tyrrell County under the colonial government. A successor was 
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appointed in February 1777 after byncombe had becofne fuil^ engaged inthe Revolution. The courthouse at 
the new county seat at Backlanding was completed in 1777. 
From List of Taxables, Tyrrell County - 1782 
Estate of Edward Buncombe, deed. 



2250 acres of land 1360 

10 Negroes @ 30 300 

3 do 40 120 

13 do 20 260 



3080 

More About Col. Edward Buncombe: 

Date born 2: 1742, Isle of St. Christopher (St. Kits), West Indies Died 2: May 1778, Philadelphia, PA 
Appointed: May 1774, Clerk of Court, Colonial Govt. Tyrrell Co., NC Burial: Philadelphia, PA (Source: Vernon L. 
Everett, Jr.) Military service 1: 9 September 1776 Military service 2; 17 April 1776, Col. 5th ftegt. NC 
Troops 

Military service 3; 9 September 1776, Col. Militia Forces, Tyrrell Co., NC Property 1: Abt. 1767, Tyrrell Co., 
NC Property 2: Abt. 1768, Tyrrell Co., NC Residence: 1768, Tyrrell Co, NC (Source: Vernon L. Everett, Jr.) 
More About Elizabeth Dawson Taylor: Burial: Edenton, Chowan Co, NC 

More About Edward Buncombe and Elizabeth Taylor: Marriage: 10 April 1766, St. Christopher (Source: 
Vernon L Everett Jr.) 

Children of Edward Buncombe and Elizabeth Taylor are: 

+ 6 I. Elizabeth Taylor 3 Buncombe, born 11 March 1767 in St. Kitts; died 9 March 1840 in Greenville, Pitt Co, 

NC 

7 it. Thomas Buncombe , born 3 February 1769 in NC (Source: Vernon L Everett Jr.): died Bef . July 1792. 

+ 8 iii. Hester Ann Buncombe, born 25 April 1771 in NC. 

Generation No. 3 

6. Elizabeth Taylor 3 Buncombe (Edward 2 , Thomas 1 ) was born 11 March 1767 in St. Kitts, and died 9 
March 1840 in Greenville, Pitt Co, NC (Source: (1) Ancestryxom., (2) Edward Buncombe & Buncombe County, p 
21.). She married John Goelet 23 October 1784, son of Peter Goelet and Elizabeth Ratsey. He was born 
1759 in New York (Source: Ancestry.com.), and died 6 October 1853 in Buncombe Hall, Washington Co., NC 
(Source: (1) Ancestry.com., (2) Edward Buncombe A Buncombe County, p 21.). 
Notes for Elizabeth Taylor Buncombe: See copies of biography by Sarah McCulloch lemmon 
Rogers, Elizabeth Jane Goelet (Mrs. Walter Henry Rogers) b. Buncombe Hall, N.C. Apr 22, 1843. 
6. Jacobus Goelet (1665-1731; son of Francis), came from Holland with his father, 1676, m Jannetje Cossar; 
5. John (1694-1753), m Jeanne Camon (Jean6; Andre 7, was on Staten Island 1676); 
4. Peter (17274811) m 1st, 175, Elizabeth (1734-69), dau. Robert Ratsey; 
3, John (1759-1833), m 1784, Elizabeth Taylor (1767-1840) dau. Col. Edward Buncombe. 
2. Dau. John Edward Buncombe Goelet (1807-57), planter, Washington County, NC, m. 1830, Jane Yates 
(1811-67), dau. Robert Hardy Smith; issue: 1 - Robert Smith (d); 2-John E. B. (Killed at Malvern Hill in C.SA); 
3 - Edward Buncombe (1850-1913); 4. Francis Heath (d 1885), 5-Joseph Gregory (d 1911); 6. Elizabeth Jane 
(above) 

More About Elizabeth Taylor Buncombe: Date born 2: 16 March 1767, St. Kitts, West Indies (Source: Vernon 
L Everett Jr.) Burial 1: St. Luke's Cemetery, Washington Co., NC Burial 2: 1848, Reinterred Church 
Cemetery 

More About John Goelet: Burial: St, Luke's Cemetery, Washington Co., NC 
More About John Goelet and Elizabeth Buncombe: Marriage: 23 October 1784 



A Publication of Washington County Genealogical Society - Plymouth NC 27962 



- 3 Vol. XVI, No. 7,8,9 



Jufy-August~5ept 2005 



Children of Elizabeth Buncombe and John Soelet are; 



9 


I. 


Eliza A. P. 4 Soelet. She married Thomas B. Houghton; died Abt. 1832. 


+ 10 


ii. 


John Edward Buncombe fioelet, born 1807; died 1857. 


11 


iiL 


Child Goelet 


12 


iv. 


Child Goelet. 


13 


v. 


Child Goelet. 


14 


vi. 


Child Soelet 


15 


vii. 


Child Goelet. 


16 


viii. 


Child Goelet. 



8. Hester Ann 3 Buncombe (Edward 2 , Thomas 1 ) was born 25 April 1771 in NC (Source: Vernon L Everett 
Jr.). She married John Clark, son of Colin Clark and Janet McKenzie. He was born in Bertie Co NC. 
Notes for John Clark; Hathaway V2#2 p 307: Thomas Clark md. Amelia Gray (9th child of John Gray and 
wife Anne Bryan born 1697; issue: Colin Clark md. Janet McKenzie (daughter of Rev. John McKenzie and 
Janet Gray (eldest daughter of Jno. Gray and wife Anne Bryan) Issue, (1) John Clark md. Hetty Buncombe; 

issue (a) Anne md. John Cox, (b) Hester md. Lee, (c) Thomas, (d) Eliza, (e) Amelia never married 

Children of Hester Buncombe and John Clark are: 



♦ 17 


I. 


Ann Booth Pollock 4 Clark, died Bef . 1856. 


18 


ii. 


Hester Clark. She married Mr. Lee. 


19 


iii. 


Thomas Clark. 


20 


iv. 


Eliza Clark. 


21 


v. 


Amelia Clark. 



Generation No. 4 

10- John Edward Buncombe 4 ©oelet (Elizabeth Taylor 3 Buncombe, Edward 2 , Thomas 1 ) was born 1807 
(Source: (1) Ancestryxom., (2) Family Tree Maker Online: 6enealogyUbrary...D Compendium, Frederick 
Virkus, Page 939,, and died 1857 (Source: (1) Ancestry.com. He married Jane Yates Smith 1830 , daughter 
of Robert Hardy Smith. She was born 1811 , and died 1867 . 
More About John Edward Buncombe Goelet: Occupation: Planter, Washington Co., NC 
More About John Goelet and Jane Smith: Marriage: 1830 
Children of John Goelet and Jane Smith are: 

22 L Robert Smith 5 ^oelet , born Abt. 1833; died Abt. 1883. He married Caroline Elizabeth Howell 15 
February 1859 in Washington Co., NC; born Abt. 1838; died 11 January 1915 (Source: Cemetery Survey). 

Notes for Robert Smith Goelet: 

1860 Wash Co Census - House hold of Lucretia M. Howell, age 54, Living on income 
Robert A. Howell, 21 waterman 

Henry P. Price also listed as editor in same household with Goelet family A Howells 

More About Robert Smith Goelet: 

Burial: Plymouth, Washington Co, NC ! 

Occupation: I860, Editor 

More About Caroline Elizabeth Howell: 

Burial: Plymouth, Washington Co, NC 

Marriage Notes for Robert Goelet and Caroline Howell: 

WC6S Marriages pg 22 - Married by George Patterson, Priest of the Dis. of North Carolina; License 
301; name of Caroline spelled Hoell - census shows Howell 
More About Robert Goelet and Caroline Howell: 
Marriage; 15 February 1859, Washington Co., NC 

23 ii. John E. Buncombe Goelet . 

Notes for John E. Buncombe (Soelet: Killed at Malvern Hill in C. S. A. 

24 iii. Francis Heath Soelet , died 1885 . 

25 iv. Joseph Gregory Goelet , died 1911 . 
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26 v. Elizabeth Jane Little Goelet, born 22 April 1843. She married Walter Henry Rogers 1867 (Source: v 
Ancestry.com.); born 1843 (Source; Ancestry.com, BAR Lineage Books OAR ID 91593 Volume 92.);„died 1905 (Source: 
Ancestry.cottu). , 

More About Elizabeth Jane Little Soelet: 

Date born 2: 22 April 1843, Buncombe Hall, NC (Source: (1) genealogylibrary.com, Abridged 
Compendium, Frederick Virkus Page 939., 

Notes for Walter Henry Rogers: LL.D, served in Fennels Battery C.S.A., was judge 5th District Court, 
city atty. of New Orleans and atty. gen of La., 1888-92 
More About Walter Henry Rogers: 

Date born 2: 13 October 1843 (Source: (1) Family Tree Maker Online: 6enealogyLibrary...D 
Compendium, Frederick Virkus, Page 939., 
Died 2: 16 April 1906 

More About Walter Rogers and Elizabeth Soelet: Marriage: 1867 (Source; Ancestry.com.) 

27 vi. Edward Buncombe Soelet , born 1850 ; died 1913 . 

17. Ann Booth Pollock 4 Clark (Hester Ann 3 Buncombe, Edward 2 , Thomas 1 ) died Bef ; 1856. She married 
John Cox. He died Abt. 1856. 

More About Ann Booth Pollock Clark: Burial: Edenton, Chowan Co., NC 

Notes for John Cox: Abstract of Wills, Hathaway - Vl#4 p 539: Cox, John (chowan) Nov. Term 1856. Dr. 

Willie J. Eppes, of Buckingham Co., Va., (father of my grand-children Eleanor 6. and Ann G. Eppes), and John 

Thompson, Exrs., to be buried on the South side of my dear wife Ann B. P. Cox, in the Episcopal Church yard, 

in Edenton, my grand-daughters Eleanor Gray Blount Eppes and Ann Gray Eppes. Test, R L Roberts, H. A, 

Bond. Peter F. White, N. S. Perkins (6/1/2005) 

More About John Cox: Burial: Edenton, Chowan Co., NC 

Child of Ann Clark and John Cox is: 

28 L Ann S. 5 Cox. She married Dr. Willie J. Eppes 26 May 1835 in Chowan Co., NC (Source: 
Hathaway, Vl#4 p 564.). 

More About Dr. Willie J. Eppes: Residence: 1835, Buckingham Co., VA 
Marriage Notes for Ann Cox and Willie Eppes: By J. W. Littlejohn 

More About Willie Eppes and Ann Cox: Marriage: 26 May 1835, Chowan Co., NC (Source: Hathaway, Vl#4 p 
564.) 

Colonel Edward Buncombe 

In March 1998, the following appeared in THE ASHEVXLLE TRIBUNE : 

U A good young man lent his name to Buncombe County. Perhaps he has a fine monument somewhere in "his" 
county. Adults around Asheville may know that their county was named for "some Revolutionary War guy," 
They may also know that his name has come into worldwide English usage via buncombe tt bunkum" and "bunk." 

Recently I was helped to know. Colonel Edward Buncombe (1742- 1778) by Edwin A. Norman, President of 
the Washington County Genealogical Society in Plymouth, NC. Edward 8uncombe once lived thereabouts. 
Washington County was carved out of the western part of Tyrrell County in 1799, seven years after the 
creation of Buncombe County. Edwin Norman sent me six pages on the Revolutionary War from the 
Washington County Genealogical Society Journal for December 1996. He also enclosed two pages from 
William S. Powell's A Dictionary of North Carolina Biography Those pages and other materials are persuasive 
that Edward Buncombe should be better known and deserves a statue. 

Edward Buncombe was the second of four children born to the plantation family of Thomas and Esther 
Buncombe on the Caribbean island of St. Christopher (St. Kitts). His uncle Joseph willed to young Edward 
1025 acres near Albemarle Sound in Tyrrell County, North Carolina. An Anglican, Edward married Elizabeth 
Dawson Taylor on Saint Christopher in 1766. Around 1768. When he was 25, he took up residence in Tyrrell 
County and erected his residence, Buncombe Hall, which stood about two miles north of the present town of 
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Roper. He was a noted host, expanded Buncombe Hall plantation to four square miles and owned at least one 
trading vessel. Edward and Elizabeth had three children, the last two being born in North Carolina. He was 
appointed Justice of the Peace by the Royal Governor and also supported Governor Tryon against the 
Regulators in 1771. 

On April 4,1774 Buncombe Hall hosted a meeting which called for the first assembly anywhere in the 13 
colonies to defy a royal governor: one later held at New Bern on August 25, 1774. In 1775 Buncombe was 
elected Colonel and commander of the regiment of Tyrrell County militia. In April 1776 he and his men were 
transferred to the Fifth Regiment of North Carolina Continentals. He served in the brigade of General 
Francis Nash. Leading his regiment Edward Buncombe fought in two battles for Philadelphia: at Brandywine 
Creek and Germantown. On October 4, 1777 he was severely wounded at Sermantown and left for dead. An 
old school chum, now in the British army, recognized Edward and had him taken to Philadelphia to be paroled, 
with the expectation of returning home through a prisoner exchange. But the 35 year old Colonel had given 
prodigiously of personal funds to raise and support his troops. He could not now afford the best medical 
attention and was not yet fit to travel. He took to walking in his sleep and in May 1778 fell down a flight of 
stairs while in that abnormal state. That fall reopened his wound and he bled to death. Tax records of 1782 
say that his estate included 2,250 acres of land and "10 Negroes." 

In 1776-77 Loyalists around Albemarle Sound had played a religious card against Colonel Edward Buncombe 
and other rebels who were preparing to join Washington's Continental Line. Royalist leaders used the pursuit 
of an alliance with France by the Continental Congress to spread false rumors. They said that Congress and 
Colonel Buncombe were willing to establish Catholicism as the religion of the rebellious colonie$ in exchange 
for French military assistance. The King was portrayed as the defender of the Protestant Faith. 

In "ASHEVILLE: LAND OF THE SKY/Milton Ready says that the North Carolina Legislature in 1791 was 
preparing to name a new western county "Union," But residents David \/oncecmd William Davidson prevailed 
upon the Legislators to call it "Buncombe County/ 1 in honor of the young friend with whom both had fought 14 
years earlier at the Battle of Germantown. " 

Consult any good dictionary of English and learn that Edward Buncombe indirectly lent his name to a 
newly coined English word: "buncombe," which evolved into "bunkum" and "bunk." In 1820, during the debates 
over the Missouri Compromise, Western North Carolina's Representative in Congress, Felix Walker (1753- 
1828) was already known as "Old Oil Jug," in reference to his tendency to talk on and on and on about 
subjects dear only to himself and to his constituents. Asked to yield the floor, Walker declined, saying that 
he was not just addressing the House but primarily his Western Carolina constituents. This deeper reality 
bound him to "Make a Speech for Buncombe." Thus was born a phrase (later reduced to a single word): 
buncombe or bunk: initially meaning bombastic, sonorous political speech aimed at the galleries rather than 
at authorized decision makers. By 1828 "talking to Bunkum" was a popular expression in our nation's capital 
city and its popularity grew in the 1840s and 1850s. 

Henry Ford, the automobile manufacturer, said and did many things: some great, some merely stupid, some 
(especially in support of anti-Semitism) downright odious. To Henry Ford is attributed the saying, "History is 
bunk." That is not the best reminder of Colonel Edward Buncombe who lived less than ten years on North 
Carolina soil and who was only 35 years old when he shed his blood in support of America's independence. 
Recently, I was pleasantly surprised to hear political candidate Mark Crawford of Black Mountain regale his 
listeners with a rollicking but accurate version of a saga of "Old Oil Jug" Felix Walker. In this election year 
of 1998 may we look forward to hearing many serious citizens "make a speech for Buncombe!" We challenge 
them to remind us as well of the generous, gallant Colonel Some 220 years ago Buncombe the man gave his 
life for his adopted country. And 206 years ago his friends caused a grateful State of North Carolina to give 
that man's name to Buncombe County. Were a local historical society to raise private funds to commission a 
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statue to be prominently displayed in Asheville to honor the memory of Colonel Edward Buncombe, I would be 
happy to contribute. Wouldn't you? ( THE ASHEVXLLE TRIBUNE March 12,1998 1742-1778 Patrick Killough) 

Lure of Buried Trea$ure Still Attracts Many 

Kendricks Creek in this County is Favorite Spot of Treasure Seekers 

From time immemorial, the lure of buried treasure ha£ fascinated and drawn men to all comers of the 
earth causing men to risk and hazard their lives and fortunes in all manner and forms of adventures with the 
hopes of obtaining it. And who wouldn't like to find some buried treasure? 

Who wouldn't like to dig up a hefty chest of gold doubloons, ingots, ancient coins and rare jewels. So long 
as youth and romance lives in the hearts of humankind, just so long will we have those adventurous souls who 
yearn to go treasure hunting. 

Blackbeard, one of the most notorious pirates who ever plyed the seas of the Spanish Main, was at home 
in the waters of the Albemarle Sound. In fact, he used this body of water as a sort of home base and many 
are the tales and traditions of his buried treasure. Vocal history and tradition has it that he buried some of 
his golden treasure in Washington County and it has caused more than one person to expend a lot of back- 
breaking labor in the way of digging and excavating for the same. Ever so often, some romantic and 
adventurous soul is fired with the idea of locating some of Blackbeard's treasures. 

Along the bluffs on Kendrick's Creek near Roper in Washington County and a short distance up the creek 
from the landing at the old Buncombe Plantation there is a little plot of land in which Blackbeard is said to 
have buried a part of his vast -treasures. 

Every few years, some treasure seeker makes his way to this plot of land and under cover of darkness, 
digs into the earth in quest of this buried gold. They have been doing this many years and many of the holes 
have been filled up but approximately 25 still remain as monuments to lost labor and blighted hopes. 

In order to save labor, farmers have buried mules and horses in some of these holes. Many of the holes 
are from 10 to 15 feet in depth and are said to make excellent graves for mules and horses that have given 
up the ghost. 

Whether anybody has ever found any treasure at this spot is not known but it is a certain fact that many 
have excavated faithfully and hard. If they did not find any treasure, it was not their fault. According to 
reliable information furnished this writer, it has only been a few years since someone dug a deep hole at this 
place in search of the treasure. 

This is no doubt one of the most romantic spots in Washington County and it will be remembered that the 
famous Guinea Hole is located on Kendrick's Creek. Local tradition has it that about the time of the 
American Revolution, a slave ship laden with negroes from New Guinea Africa anchored at the landing of the 
old Buncombe Plantation. It was in the afternoon and the savages, disheartened, dispondent, and homesick 
for their native Africa asked members of the ship's crew what the nearest way was back to Guinea and they 
were told that the nearest way was straight down into the waters of the creek. The stream is very deep at 
this place. Subsequently, that night the negroes with all their personal effects strapped upon their heads 
dived off into the creek and were all drowned even to a man. Since then, the place has been known as "Guinea 
Hole." 

Whether this episode really happened as set forth above is unknown but it has been handed down by word 
of mouth from generation to generation. Another version of the story goes like this; 

It is said that in the early days of Buncombe's residence, a vessel from the West Indies was unloading at 
the wharf, having among her crew a youth who had once served in the Guinea slave trade. He recognized 
some Guinea natives on the vessel and explained that a deep hole led to Guinea. One dark night, the slave and 
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several of his fellows weighted themselves; dropped into the water, and perished. The deep place in the 
stream is still known at the Guinea Hole, 

And likewise, whether any of Blackbeard's treasure has ever been found on the bluffs near the Guinea 
Hole is not known, but one consolation, the bluffs are still there and the diggings arc plentiful. 

Hence, if you happen to be among the buried treasure minded, you might try your luck in this place when 
the spirit moves you. (Roanoke Beacon, 17 April 1931) 

Blackbeard's 6host Still Haunts Country 
His Spanish Goal Hunted Hereabouts 

The country round about the Albemarle is rich in legend about Blackbeard and his buried treasures. Weird 
tales are told by those who have gone out to search for his hidden route on the lonely islands and the ever- 
shifting sands of the beaches and in the depths of the swamps. 

No one can say where the sea rover's ship Ac/venture lies rotting on the river bottom but many have hoped 
to find her and take from her bottom the iron-bound chest of Spanish gold. 

There are many now living in this section who will almost boast that the blood of the old buccaneer flows 
in their veins and this may well be true for he had at least 13 wives. (Roanoke Beacon - 1936) 
More Notes: 

1767 - Edward Buncombe inherited 1,000/acres from his uncle, Joseph Buncombe. He was living in St. Kitts 

w/wife Elizabeth and child/children? 
He ordered house from Steven Lee. 1768 - Added to make 2,560 acres which covered four miles: Beaver Dam 
Branch on south; Mackeys Road - North; Kendrick's Creek East and Cross Road West. (Article by Blount in 
R/B 10 Apr 1903) 

Buncombe Landing on Kendrick's Creek - 3 miles south of Mackeys Ferry. 
Was; Magistrate / justice Inferior court - Tyrrell County. 

9 Sept 1775 - elected Col. Of Militia forces in Tyrrell County 

20 Sept 1775 - Schooner Buncombe registered at Port Roanoke, Edenton 

17 April 1776 - Col. 5th Regt - N. C. Troops Continental Line. Wife had died, leaving him with 3 small children 
by that time. 

He died at age of 38 buried in Christ churchyard, Philadelphia. His plantation was operated by heirs until 

1868 sold by court decree for $800 - 

Guardian: 

Capt. Joseph Buncombe, late of Tyrrell Co.; Mrs. Mary Buncombe 4 Dec 1745 200 L James Turnbull, James 
Blunt, Joseph Spruel, Esq., all of Tyrrell Co. ; James Turnbull, Esq., nominated and appointed at Sep 
1745 Court Jas. Conner & William Kennedy James Turnbull, James Blount A Joseph Spruel 1 
About the middle of the church cemetery Mrs. Elizabeth Taylor Bumcombe Golet, the oldest daughter of 
Colonel Edward Buncombe, is buried. Her marker stands there as the only physical evidence that the 
Buncombes once lived at "Buncombe Hair. She was buried in the family plot on the farm about 1840 but 8 or 

10 years later her body was reinterred in the church cemetery. 2 
Eliza Goelet - 1767 - 1840 3 . Copy in file 



1 Tyrrell County USSenWeb site 

2 "Saint Andrew's Parish" - John W. Darden unpublished manuscript.) Copy in file 

1 Runt SpruilH's cemetery records 
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Robert Smith Soelet - died age 50 - Episcopal Church Cemetery (Plymouth) ad. copy in file. 

The Buncombes and Buncombe Hail 

Chesson was a small hamlet once situated on the Norfolk Southern Railroad line. It was located right from 
Roper on what was formerly a dirt road near the site of Buncombe Hall, a noted Colonial residence. The site 
was in that part of Tyrrell County which became present-day Washington County. 

Joseph Buncombe was a wealthy planter of south Albemarle, who came from St. Kitts in the West Indies. 
He purchased 1,025 acres from Edward Mosley in 1736 and the deed is the first recorded deed in Tyrrell 
County. He built a house on Kendricks Creek, near what is known as Buncombe Landing. 

The lands of Joseph Buncombe were bequeathed to his nephew, Edward Buncombe, who came from the 
West Indies about 1766 to inspect his Carolina possessions. Deciding to settle in Carolina, Edward Buncombe 
arranged for the construction of a large house, employing the builder Stephen Lee of Lees Mill. In 1768, 
Edward returned to south Albemarle. In addition to being a planter, he engaged in shipping and owned his own 
schooner, the Buncombe, 

Above the entrance to his house was: "Welcome all To Buncombe Hall.* In the hall, which supposedly had 
55 rooms, all guests, rich or poor, were cordially received. The host is supposed to have detained favorite 
guests by removing bridges on either side of the estate. 

The Provincial Congress of 1776 appointed him colonel of the 5th Regiment of North Carolina. From 
Tyrrell County, Buncombe recruited the men of his regiment and equipped and trained them at Buncombe Hall 
at his own expense. He was wounded at Sermantown in 1777 and died of his wounds while on parole in 
Philadelphia. 

Buncombe Hall was sold and it deteriorated until by 1878, nothing was left but the naked framework of 
the dining room and the kitchen walls remained. 

When The Federal Writers' Project of the Federal Works Agency, Works Projects Administration (WPA) 
compiled its North Carolina: The WPA Guide to the Old North State in 1939, there was nothing left to show 
where the hall stood except a slight depression near the track of the railroad running over the ridge. A 
county in western North Carolim was named for Edward Buncombe, 

Efforts continue by many people to determine the precise location of old Buncombe Hall, So far, those 
efforts have been unsuccessful. 
More Facts 

1. 1824 - John Cox <& Ann B. P. Cox his wife to Thomas cox (Wsh Co D.B. F p.130) states that Ann B. P. Cox is 
the sole heir at law of Hester Buncombe who was the sole heir of Edward Buncombe. This deed further 
states that Eliza T. Buncombe is now Eliza T, Soelet. Land in Tennessee is being conveyed. ("Tidbits" Doris 
Sauls, Raleigh, WCSS Winter 1993/94 Journal VI #4, pg.18) (My note: next entry in Vl#4 1824 Joseph 
Eagles of Wilmington, New Hanover co„ to John Cox of Town of Edenton {Wash C D,B. F p.134} *to recover 
which I am entitled to in right of my wife Caroline Ann Eagles formerly Caroline Ann Cox" and next entry 
Henry Hardy by Joseph Sarrett, Junr. Shf . To Thomas Cox D.B. f p. 191) and in 1826 James Mullen & 
Mary his wife to Thomas Cox D.B. F. P*285(1826) and 1825 John C. Pettijohn to Thomas Cox D.B. F p.382. 

2. Colonel Edward Buncombe of Buncombe Hall, a prominent militia officer and vocal opponent of British 
measures, lived in Tyrrell County, although the Buncombes were prominent in Edenton social circles. His 
wife is buried under the main aisle of St. Paul's Church in Edenton. His daughters were largely reared by 
the Cullen Pollok family of Edenton. Appointed colonel of the Fifth North Carolina Regiment in 1776, he 
was wounded and taken prisoner at Sermantown in October, 1777. Paroled in Philadelphia, he fell down a 
flight of stairs, which reopened his old wounds and resulted in his death in May, 1778. Ashe, Biographical 
History, 1, 197-199; Hugh F. Rankin, The North Carolina Continentals (Chapel Hill: University of North 
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Carolina Press, 1971), 8, 63, 117-118, hereinafter cited as Rankin, N. C. Continentals 4 (For info on Cullen 
Pollok/Pollock, see page 219) 

3. 1772 - James Iredell (pg, 202) visited Mrs. Buncombe (in Edenton) on Saturday Dec. 26. 

4. 1773 - James Iredell, with Mrs. Buncombe, visited the Pollocks. New Year's Day 

5. 26 March 1776 - pg 347 - mentions Mrs. Buncombe's hair - footnote: Mrs. Pollok, a close friend of the 
deceased Mrs. Buncombe, was probably a foster mother for the daughters of the widowed Colonel Edward 
Buncombe. (She is mentioned on pages 202, 204,347; he on xiii, 178, 202, 206, 208, 347n; sketch of, 218n. 
Buncombe Hall: is home of Edward Buncombe, xiii) 

6* The Buncombe daughters and perhaps Tom Buncombe as well were reared by the Polloks after the death 
of their parents. Colonel Edward Buncombe, who survived his wife by several years, died of wounds 
suffered at the Battle of Sermantown. Rankin, A/. C Continentals, 117-118. See also James Iredell's diary, 
Volume I, nl7, for the Buncombe family, 5 

[ ]Tom Buncombe's is really an extraordinary incident, and must, to be sure, greatly distress Mr, and 

Mrs. Pollok. I did not think the little dog had been so enterprising, and can scarcely think he met with 

provocation sufficient to cancel the obligations he owed them. There is another I am afraid will suffer for it. 

What a lesson to parents, so to live as to preserve their children from dependence [....] James Iredell to 

Hannah Iredell, Halifax, April 16th, 1783. 

7. Index to Hathaway's Register - pgs 17-18: 

a. Buncombe, Edward, Colonel in M C. Continental Line 1-420. 

b. Buncombe Family: Genealogical account, showing connections of Edward Buncombe son of Joseph. 
Bottom note 1-526. 

c. Buncombe, Col. Edward, xill land note 1-526. 

d. Buncombe, Joseph. His wife was Ann Durant and their daughter Mary Buncombe married Samuel 
Sutton before (1753) 1-452, 2-449; sold land to George Burrington (1733), J. Pratt, a witness 2-609. 

1-420: Fifth Regiment: Colonel - Buncombe, Edward 15 April, 1776. 

1-526: Edward Buncombe was the nephew of Joseph Buncombe, and succeeded to his uncle's estate in Tyrrell 
Co. He was Colonel of the 5th Regiment of N. C. Continental Line; was severely wounded at the battle 
of Germantown, and died from the effects of his wounds shortly thereafter.... Abstract of Wills: (pg 
526) *Buncombe, Col. Edward, (Tyrrell Co). Without date. Children Thomas, Elizabeth and Hester 
Buncombe, son Thomas all my lands on Kendrick's Creek, Stevens Lee, Cullen Pollock and Dr. Lenox 
Exrs. Test, Wm, Righton, R, Patterson, Geo. Gray 

8. Tyrrell County Genealogical and Historical Society, January 1996 Newsletter: n.p. "Early Tyrrell County: 
(says Colonel RICHARD Buncombe) He left three children: one son, who died without issue, and two 
daughters, one who married Dr. Goellet, of Washington, and the other married Mr. Clark of Bertie County. 
(From Swamproots 250th Edition) 

9. See Roster Revolutionary Soldiers - A land to Thomas Buncombe - 8,400/ A? (In Tennessee?) 

10. Internet shows a Richard? See the WPA Tour # 26 re Joseph and Edward - Joseph built first house! Page 
496 



4 Higginbothan, Don, editor The Papers of James Iredell Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina, Vol. I, pg 218, 

#17 

5 The Papers of James Iredell 'Don Higginbotham, Ed. Vol II, pg 393 
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Buncombe 

Joseph Buncombe purchased a tract of land consisting of 1025 acres in 1732 frorn Edward Moseiey. It 
was the first deed registered in Tyrrell Co. in 1735. The land was west of Kendricks Creek, north of Beaver 
Dam Creek and Deep Run, and south of Bakers Swamp, 

There is no record of additional land purchases in the Tyrrell Co. Deed Books. Joseph Buncombe married 
Ann Durant, daughter of George Durant. Joseph and Ann had one child Mary who married Samuel Sutton. 
Joseph was dead by Mar 14 1740. Widow Ann married Thomas Corprew and had 2 sons by that marriage. Ann 
Durant Buncombe Corprew died ca 1742. 

Edward Buncombe, nephew of Joseph was born in 1742. He married Elizabeth Dawson Taylor April 10 
1766. They came to North Carolina in 1767 and took control of the Buncombe land. Three children were born; 

1) Elizabeth Taylor b. 10 April 1766, died 9 March 1840, married John Goelet 23 October 1784. 

2) Thomas born 3 Feb 1769, died by July 1792, unmarried but did have a child by Sally Jones and his 
estate was ordered to pay for a period of 7 years. The estate was closed in 1800 by John Soelet. 

3) Hester born 25 April 177L No further record - died young? 

Elizabeth Dawson Buncombe died 24 October 1773 at the age of 24 years. Her tombstone was discovered 
ca 1934 under a section of floor in the old St. Paul's Church in Edenton, NC. 

Edward Buncombe died in May 1778 as a prisoner of war in Philadelphia, PA. He lies in an unmarked grave 
in the Christ Church graveyard. 

Edward Buncombe purchased one (1) tract of land consisting of 150 acres. Tyrrell Co. Deed Book 5 page 4 
3 Mar 1771 - The tract was sold to Ephraim Etheridge 6 June 1776. There are no other purchases of land in 
the Tyrrell Co. deed books. (See copy of the Buncombe Land Division this issue.) 450 acres was sold to 
Thomas Mackey to settle the debts of the estate and son Thomas Buncombe received 500 acres on which 
Buncombe Hall stood. 

There never was any 2,250 acres. Executors of estates were charged the acreage under their control. 
They paid the taxes and collected from the estate, They did not own all the land shown in the early tax lists. 

Buncombe Hall was an l-shaped building with eight (8) rooms in the main building and three (3) rooms in 
the wing. The main building had three (3) cellars and there were two (2) cellars under the wing. There never 
was 40 to 55 rooms as has been reported in later years. 

Elizabeth Buncombe Solet and her husband, John ©olet, inherited Buncombe Hall and the 500-acre tract 
of land after the death of her brother Thomas Buncombe. John Soelet deeded to Thomas B. Haughton, his 
son-in-law, 130 acres of the buncombe Hall tract - WSH Co DB C 221, 1811. The land was deeded back to 
6oelet WSH Co DB F 89 - 1823. The Soelets bought and sold a number of small tracts of land but none of 
them affected the Buncombe Hall tract. 

Edward Buncombe 

William Currell to Edward Buncombe and Archibald Corrie, merchants. 1 acre and 25 poles which had been 
conveyed by Stevens Lee out of his land from William Downing - 

Deed Book 5 page 81 Volume 1 - 26 Aug 1772, Note: This land was next to the Lees Mill Courthouse. 

Thomas Blount to Edward Buncombe 150 acres, southward side of Beaver Dam - Deed Book 5 page 4-3 
Mar 1771 - Later sold to Ephraim Etheridge 6 June 1776 

Thomas Lee to Thomas Buncombe - 200 acres west side of Kendricks Creek to Hawkins Branch. Deed Book 
10 page 146 - 19 June 1787 - Thomas Hawkins, died 1730, had a plantation in this area which is south of the 
Tidewater Experiment Station and west of Route 1120 Mtllpond Road. 

Additional purchase of land by the Buncombes not found in the Tyrrell County Deed Books as claimed by 
Thomas Blount in the Buncombe Hall article. 
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The division of the Joseph Buncombe land circa 1790 showed 950 acres. 500 acres went to Thomas 
Buncombe and 450 acres to Thomas Mackey. this' was of the 1025 acres Joseph purchased of Edward 
Moseley in 1732 and the first deed registered in the Tyrrell County Courthouse. 

(Editor's note: \/ernon Everett's note when transmitting this information: "I am cleaning up and throwing 
away a lot of the 'stuff 'I have collected. I have researched Buncombe off and on for a number of years. 
What I have found is a bit different from what has been published many times over. So now you have the 
rest of the story - ...Vernon" 

SOME FACTS RELATING TO COLONEL EDWARD BUNCOMB 

On April 8 1776, the Provincial Congress of North Carolina, which was at that time in session at Halifax, 
elected Rev- Hesikiah Ford as chaplain of the Fifth North Carolina Continental Regiment, which had been 
raised and trained by Colonel Edward Buncomb. On April 20th 1777, this regiment, with Colonel Buncomb in 
command, marched northward. 

At the battle of Germantown, Colonel Buncomb was mortally wounded. 



(From Glenn Woodley) Mrs. Sue Goelet Fisher Webb SDAR # 640687 National Number (SDAR or DAR?) 
Descendant of Edward Buncombe 



Goelets 

John Goelet 

1) 1810 Federal Population Schedule - Washington County NC Page 223 No Township Listed NC 1810 Federal 
Census Index NCSlal272936 (Ancestry.com - North Carolina Census 1790-1890 5/27/2000) 

2) 1840 Federal Population Schedule - Washington County NC Page 009 No township Listed; NC 1840 
Federal Census Index NCS4al033296 (Ancestry.com - North Carolina Census, 1790-1890 5/27/2000) 

3) 1850 Federal Population Schedule * Washington County NC Page 065 Lees Mills District; NC 1850 Federal 
Census Index NCS5a660198 (Ancestry.com - North Carolina Census, 1790-1890 5/27/2000) 

Edward Goelet 

1) 1870 Wayne County NC Federal Population Schedule - Wayne County NC Page 040 Fork River Township - 
NC 1870 Federal Census Index NC523108817 Ancestry.com 5/27/2000) 

Samuel M. Goelet 

1) 1850 Pitt county NC Page 004 Greenville District Federal Population Schedule NC 1850 Federal Census 
Index NCS5a660199 ditto above 

Goelet Real Estate Conveyances - Washington County NC 
1795 Goelet, Elizabeth L & John Thos Stubbs Deed Bk A pg 62 

1804 Goelet, Elizabeth L John Stubbs Jr. Ex. Prvt B 231 

1811. Goelet, Eliza T&Jno Thos B Houghton Deed C 221/249 

1818 ; Goelet, Elizabeth & John Wm Woodley Deed E 87 

1821 Goelet, John Aaron Harrison al deed F 87 

1824 Goelet, John T B Haughton Tr D of TF 159 

1825 Goelet, Eliza T & John T B Haughton D of Tr F 258 
1824 Goelet, by tr John Thomas Walker Deed F 304 
1832 Goelet, John John B. Goelet al MtgG378 
1840 * " Jordan Valiway Lease H 288 
1845 Goelet by Shff , John 8 John Cox deed J 171 

1847 Goelet, John R R Heath Deed J 567 

1848 Goelet al Edward H A John B St. Luke's ch by Vestrymen deed J 574 
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4 AO 

1852 


Goelet al Jno B 


1853 


Goelet, John 


n Art 

1853 


Goelet, John B 


1854 




1859 


Goelet, Robt S 


1866 


Goelet, Jane Y 


1868 


Goelet, Caroline E & Root S 


1867 


Goelet, by atty Jane Y 


1871 


w Caroline E A Robt S 


1871 


tt al, Thos J 


1887 


11 Caroline 


1915 


u al Francis H, Jennie, Robert 



Johnson Watson - Mtg K 333 
Jane V Goelet Deed K 419 
Joshua Watson Mtg L 26 
Mtg. 52 

Caroline E Hoell - Cont Mrg M 117 
Robt S Goelet PofAM427 6 
Stewart Ward deed M 653 
Jererniah P Newberry deed N 525 
Mariah Perkins Deed N 539 
Isaac Wallice Deed O 88 
Emma P LathamDeed A A 265 
Lizzie 6oelet Walker Deed 65 58 



Some Genealogy Quips: 

My family coat of arms ties at the back ... is that normal? 

My family tree is a few branches short! All help appreciated. 

My ancestors must be in a witness protection program* 

Shake your family tree and watch the nuts fall! 

My hobby is genealogy, I raise dust bunnies as pets. 

How can one ancestor cause so much TROUBLE? 

I looked into my family tree and found out I was a sap . . . 

I'm not stuck, X's ancestrally challenged. 

I'm searching for myself, have you seen me? 

If only people came with pull-down menus and on-line help . . > 

Isn't genealogy fun? The answer to one problem leads to two more* 

It's 2000 (2005) ... Do you know where your G-G-Graridparents are? 

A family reunion is an effective form of birth control. 

A family tree can wither of nobody tends its roots, 

A new cousin a day keeps the boredom away. 

After 30 days unclaimed ancestors will be adopted. 

Am I the only person up my family tree - sure seems like it. 

Any family tree produces some lemons, some nuts, and a few bad apples. 

Ever find an ancestor HANGING from a family tree? 

FLOOR: The place for storing our priceless genealogy records. 

Gene-Allergy: It's a contagious disease but I love it. 

Genealogists are time unravelers. 

(Source: Inspirational HUMOR - Genealogy Quips - http://gkvwritinq.net/inspirational /humor/genealogyjquips.html 
- Shared by Veronica Jones Haskett.) - Thanks, Veronica - How many of the above applies to each of us at some point in 
our search* {Editor: Shirleyan Beacham Phelps} 

Maps 

Maps on following pages are from Vernon L Everett, who writes: "What we know as l Cros$ Roads" did not exist until 
later years. Entrance to Buncombe's property was gained by a drawbridge across Beaverdam Creek or by a road to White 
Marsh (Westover)." 



6 Jane Yates Goelet - son Robert Smith Goelet,see Virkus 
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Current News of Interest: 

WC6S extends its deepest sympathy to Member Fred A. Davenport, whose wife, Catherine Raper Davenport, died on 
2 July 2005 at home in Plymouth. A celebration of her life was held Tuesday, 5 July, at First Baptist Church with 
graveside services at Hillside Memorial Gardens. 

Catherine, the daughter of the late William Cecil Raper and Beulah Davis Raper Jones, was born 26 December 1934 
near Black Creek, Wilson co., NC, She and Fred were married almost 48 years and had one daughter, Lelia Allen 
Davenport- She was a graduate of ECU and had been employed in the public schools of Maryland and North Carolina for 
34 years. 

Memorial donations to: First Baptist Church Scholarship Fund, Box 400, Plymouth; or to The Beulah Raper Jones and 
William Cecil Raper Scholarship Endowment, Office of Planned giving, Mount Olive College, Mount Olive, NC or to the 
American Cencer Society's McConnell-Rabb Hope Lodge, 930 Wellness Drive, fireenville NC 27834 will be appreciated. 

Family Reunion : Judy Jackson Scovronski and Brian J. Wilcox are planning a Jackson family gathering in the fait, 
possibly September, in Plymouth. Descendants of Isaac Jackson and Nancy Stubbs and their children: Elizabeth, Levi, 
Hardy, Lois, Martin, Isaiah, Penelope, George W. And Mary E., interested in the gathering, please contact: Judy at 
6oodva@aol.com or Brian at briQnwilcox@adelphiQ.net or by phone: 419-678-4944. 

Concord Primitive Baptist Church Update: 

Linda Haas Davenport has agreed to speak at Homecoming 2005 on 17th (third Saturday) September at Concord. 
Members of Concord Primitive Baptist Church Preservation Society, Inc. are delighted and excited about Linda's return 
to Washington County. Plans to be on hand for the Davenport Homestead festivities in June were thwarted but Linda 
expects to be here to share some stories local folks have either never heard or have forgotten. Homecoming starts at 11 
am., followed by dinner on the ground. Most of us have benefitted by Linda's diligent pursuit of Washington County facts 
which she has shared online and/or in printed form. Anyone interested in local families who were active in or associated 
with Concord folks is invited to attend. One need not be a member of CP&CPS, Inc., to attend (we'd love to have you). 
Attendees are urged to bring a picnic basket to share; ice and beverages will be supplied. 

James C. Davenport, who heads up CPBCPS, Inc., recently advised repairs have been made to flooring in the old 
meeting house, thanks in large part to Ernest Ambrose. James Carol and Wilson Oliver are keeping the grounds in good 
shape this summer. The 200 +h anniversary of Concord's founding is right around the corner - 2008. 

WC6S Meeting - 17 th July 2005 - 2:30 pm - First OFWB Church - US 64 West - Loretta Haire Phelps will 
present the program centered around the exciting developments between Washington County's Davenport 
Homestead and the documents found in Florida. 

Brenda Monty (Staff Writer, The Roanoke Beacon and our newest honorary member) wrote an interest article titled 
"From Florida to Creswell, history is a mystery* for the 15 th June edition of that paper. The full page piece includes a 
good photo of the Davenport homestead in Madison County, FL, as well as one of Vickie Davenport Theilacker of 
Jacksonville, FL Ms. Theilacker has been corresponding with "Rett" and sharing copies of the 100s of old legal documents 
which cover a span of 130 years and include sealed/stamped deeds, hand-drawn survey maps, sales receipts and shopping 
lists. 

The July meeting should prove very interesting as Rett shares copies of the documents and discusses the progress 
being made in connecting Davenports from Washington County NC to Florida. 

Outer Banks History Center 

In July 1986 Outer Banks historian and businessman David Stick donated his personal library, an extensive 
private collection of North Carolinians, to the North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources. Utilizing this core 
collection, the department built a unique, regional research facility in Manteo - the Outer Banks History Center. This 
6700-square-foot facility includes a reading room, a Halon fire-suppression system, and stacks designed to withstand a 
Category 3 hurricane, was completed in May 1988. Stick's donation, which had been stored in Raleigh during 
construction, arrived in July of that year, and the OBHC opened in October. The dedication coincided with the unveiling 
of the first exhibit in May 1989. For the next eleven years the OBHC operated under the office of the director of the 
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Division of Archives ond History. On 1 July 1999, the director transferred the OEtHCto the Archives and Records 
Section, 

Holdings - Hie holdings of the OBHC include more than 100,000 manuscript items, 30,000 books and pamphlets, 
30,000 photographs, 1500 periodical and serial runs, 5,500 maps and charts, and a great variety of paintings, drawings, 
prints, audio and video recordings, and ephemera Although the holdings of the OBHC are a preeminent source of 
information about the Outer Banks, they also address many historical, cultural, economic, governmental, and scientific 
topics pertaining to North Carolina and to neighboring states. 

Acquisitions - The OBHC actively seeks out and acquires old and new books, periodicals, manuscripts, photographs, 
recordings, and other materials that fit its acquisition policy. The operating budget contains limited funds for purchases, 
which the tax-exempt support group, the OBHC Associates, augments with money from donations, membership dues, and 
other sources. 

Sifts and Loans - The OBHC is built on the irreplaceable library that local historian David Stick donated to the 
Department of Cultural Resources in 1986, and many subsequent gifts from all over the country have contributed to the 
rapid growth and enrichment of the center's archival holdings. The State Archivist must approve all loans in advance, 
however, and must review restrictions on access or reproduction to all materials lent and given. The OBHC does not 
accept artifacts nor biological specimens. 

Reference Services - The 08HC is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday-Friday except on holidays and during severe weather 
conditions. The staff is available during normal operating hours to answer questions and to retrieve materials from the 
stacks. 

Requests for Information - The OBHC staff tries to answer in a timely manner all inquiries received by mail, e-mail, 
fax, and telephone. 

Finding Aids - The OBHC maintains an electronic catalog (HICATS), a card catalog, and various printed finding aids 
and study guides. The long-term goal is to make the data in HICATS available on the Internet through MARS, the 
electronic finding aid of the State Archives. 

Reproduction Services - The OBHC makes every effort to provide optimal public access to its holdings by of f ering 
copies at reasonable cost within a reasonable time. Some holdings are subject to restrictions and may not be copied 
without the donor's permission. 

Photocopying - The OBHC has both a photocopier for paper items and a reader-printer for microfilm and microfiche. 
Photocopies are $.10 per page and copies made by the reader-printer are $.25 per page. Although the OBHC takes no 
responsibility for violations of the fairvuse doctrine or similar difficulties that may arise, it reserves the right to limit 
the amount of copyrighted material that it reproduces and the number of copies that it makes. Note: Large, awkward, 
and delicate items cannot be photocopied without risk of damage and must be duplicated photographically. 

Photographic Reproduction - The OBHC has an on-site black-and-white darkroom and offers prints and negatives for 
the following prices Prints 4"x5 H 97$4.00@ ($3.00© for three or more copies of same subject) 8 w xiO M 97$5.00@ 
($4.00© for three or more copies of same subject) H tt xl4"97$9.00@ ($6.00© for three or more copies of same 
subject) Shipping and handling is $2.00 Negatives -35 mm97$2.00© 4 w x5 H 97$3.00@ 

The time required for completing an order depends largely on size and difficulty and on the number, sizes, and 
difficulties of the orders ahead of it. Researchers are encouraged to place orders in advance due to workload and staff 
limitations. Location: Route 400, Ice Plant Island P.O. Box 250 Manteo, NC 27954 Contact: Phone:(252) 473-2655; Fax: 
(252) 473-1483; E-mail: obhc@ncmail.net 

(Contributed by Keith Phelps (credit to: www.ah.dcr.state.nc.us/archives/OBHC/default.html 
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State Library of North Carolina 

The State Library of North Carolina's Genealogical Services is pleased to announce that 
the REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION AND BOUNTY-LAND WARRANT 
APPLICATION FILES microfilm is now available for research in the Library and on 
Interlibrary Loan to North Carolina residents. No longer will researchers in North 
Carolina have to drive to Washington, East Point, or Richmond to use this film. No 
longer must they wait months and months for photocopies ordered from the National 
Archives to arrive. 

This National Archives and Records Administration microfilm (series M804) records in 
their entireties 80,000 files of applications or other papers pertaining to claims to the U. 
S. government for Revolutionary pensions and bounty-land warrants. The 2670 reels 
constitute one of the richest sources of genealogical and historical information for the 
Revolutionary era. (Although the subscription database HeritageQuest now offers the 
option "Search Revolutionary War/' its source is the abbreviated microfilm series [898 
reels] of selected papers from these application files.) 

The Revolutionary Pension Microfilm is available in the State Library's Information ^ : . 
Center located on the First Floor of the State Archives & History/State Library Building; ' ' 
the Information Center is open from Monday to Friday, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. On 
Saturdays (9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon; 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.) staff will retrieve it for use in the 
Genealogical Services Section on the West Mezzanine. The requesting patron must indicate 
the full name of the ancestor whose application he is searching. He will also want to have at hand 
the Pension or Bounty-land Warrant Number application number to facilitate his locating 
the correct ancestor when there are duplicate names. This number can be found in 
Virgil White's Genealogical abstracts of Revolutionary War pension file^ot the 
National Genealogical Society's index of Revolutionary War pens^a^ 
the National Archives. If your library holds neither of these titles, ptease calk?:; 
GenealogicaLS^ices^ E-Mail Reference Service to which you can quick link 
from the SLMc\Afebsite at http^statelibrarv.dcr.state.nc.us/ . :<;f , : 

North Carolina residents will not need to drive to Raleigh to use the Revolutionary pension microfilm. 
Researchers will be able to borrow the film on Interlibrary Loan through their local libraries. They will need 
to provide the full name of the ancestor in question for the request form. State residents may borrow up to 
six reels per request from the State Library's genealogical microfilm collection for a loan period.of^one , 
month. ' v " ' . - < • 

For further details, call Genealogical Services at 919-807-7460 or visit the State Library at 109 East^ 
Jones Street, Raleigh. 



Pom Toms 

Genealogical Services 

State Library of North Carolina 

4641 Mail Service Center 

Raleigh, NC 27699-4641 

pamtoms@library.dcr.state.nc.us 
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SWAIN FAMILY GENEALOGY 
HISTORICAL RESEARCH 

CHAPTER I 

THE NANTUCKET BIBLE 

Of the name Patronymica Brittanica says: "It is a Scandinavian 
personal name of great antiquity, introduced here under the Danish 
rule. Domesday shows us several persons (tenants in chief and 
otherwise) called Svain, Suain, Suuen, Suanus, Svven, or Sueno, some 
of wiiooi are specifically staled to have held lands under Edward the 
Confessor Sua in of Essex, supposed by iVIorant to have been of Danish 
origin, was ancestor of the famous Henry do Essex, temp Henry II." 

Possibly the first indication of a settler in North Carolina 
bearing a Swain family name is contained in a Swain Family Bible, 
presently on display in the Hall of History (Department of Archives 
and history), Raleigh, North Carolina. A bookplate (or a notation), 
barely discernible, inside the front cover of this bible' reads: "1730 Y 
3 mo... ..William Swain., of.. Nantucket.. ...gave this bible to.. ...John 
S*vain..-ofi.N'brth Carolina." A further notation at the bottom of the 
book plate, even more undecipherable, reads: James Swain (son?) of 
John was born in the year of our. Lord 1728 February 4th (or 11th) at 
12... The bible then records the vital statistics of the John Swain 
family, which will be detailed in a more particular review of this 
family. 

In consideration of the entries in the, William Swain of Nantucket 
Bible it would seem likely that the first Swain to migrate., to .North 
Carolina, came from that Island off the coast of Wassachussets. 
Earlier ' dates than arc shown in that Bible have not yet been 
discovered by this research. "The History of Nantucket County, Island, 
and Town" by Alexander Starbtick contains some interesting 
connections. Quote: 

"RICH AR D SWAIN (SWAYNE), according to Savage (Genealogical 
Dictionary) embarked in London on the Truelove September 17, 1035, 
for America. Savage says that in -April,-. perhaps, he had sent his wife, 
Elizabeth in the Planter, his sons, William and Francis, in the 
Rebecca, and his daughter, Elizabeth, in the Susan and Ellen, under 
the care of various friends. !le was then 3-1 years old. He settled in 
rtowley in ]<339; was made a freeman Vlarch 13, 1639; had liberty, 
with others, to plant in Hampton it) 1838; and in the following year 
was authorized to settle small causes in Hampton. The date of death 
of hist first wife does not appear to be given, but in 1G58 or 1059 he 
married Jane, widow of George Bunker. Soon after he and his wife 
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daughter of- Nathaniel and-.Sanah- >vVyer. Me (the son) probably- came to 
Nantucket at or -.-.About the same time that his father did." 

Vi r. Worth says of him* "He was not an educated man and his 
signatures are by mark. His house lot was on both sides of the cove 
formed by the north westerly extension of Hummock Pond. He never 
held any Town office, but performed labor for the Town in relation to 
sheep and cattle. He was married before corning to America and had 
four children by that marriage. The wife, Jane, (?) had two children, 
John and Richard. The latter is said to have moved to New Jersey but 
he was administrator of his father's estate." 

"Richard Senior died April 14, 1682. His wife, Jean, died 
October 31, 1662, the first death on record in Nantucket". 

Note: Research in the Town T s records at Nantucket might clarify 
the disposition of Richard Senior's wife, Elizabeth, his two sons 
William and Francis, and his daughter Elizabeth, flis wife (probably 
Klizabeth) i?ave him two sons, John and Richard, one of whom (most 
likely John) must have had a linear relationship to the Nantucket 
nible. Actually John, recorded as com ins? to Nantucket alow? with his 
father, was already married and brought with him his wife and and 
baby daughter, thereby indicating that his age in 1658 was at least 20 
years. 

Note: On July 2nd, 1GR9 ten gentlemen purchased the whole and 
sole Rights, Interest and Disposal Power of the Island of Nantucket 
and among them were Richard Swain, Senior and John Swain (his son), 
in February. 16:39 (old style calendar) the ten original proprietors, by 
agreement, each selected a partner; the err o up then becoming the 
twenty First Purchasers and forbears of the old families of 
Nantucket. Richard and John, his sou, were ostensibly Baptists, but 
among the First Purchasers were a few Quakers, which occasioned a 
period of great persecution by the Puritan population of 
■Massachusetts. It is of interest that Nantucket Island became the 
whaling capital of the world and a goodly number of Swains captained 
whaling vessels. The saga of the Whale Fishery from this port in this 
particular period of our history is so compelling that it is difficult to 
avoid detailing every know incident of Swain Family participation in 
it, but alas straying thus would not serve this research. 

JOHN (2) Richard (1) 
was the only son of Richard who removed to Nantucket, and 
from him all Nantucket Swains are descended. Before coming to the 
island lie had married Viary vVyer, daughter of Nathaniel and Sarah. 
Their children were: 

1. Vlary, born probably before the family removed to 

Nantucket; married Joseph Nason. 

2. John, born September 1, 1664; married Experience Folger, 
daughter of Peter. 

3. Stephen, born November 21, 1666. 

4. Sarah, born July 13, 1670; married Joseph Norton. 
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I?. Elizabeth, born May 17, 167'5; married Joshua Sevolle. 

7. Benjamin, born July H, 1(57^; married (10th, -5 -mo. .1705) Mary 
Taylor, 

8. Hannah, married Joseph Tallman. 

0. Patience, married Samuel Gardner, sou of James (27th, 10 mo. 
1713-14). 

•JOHN (3) John (2) Hichard (1) 
born September 1, 1064; married ■ Experience Folder, daughter of 
Peter. In his will, which was drawn Jun 22, 1738, and probated March 
2, 1739, he names his wife, his daughters, (1) -Ruth Upham, wife of 
Jonathan, (2) Katherine Wyer, and (3) Hannah Gardner, children of 
deceased daughter (4) Priscilla Bunker, wife of Daniel, (married 
November 1.4, 1717) and sons (5) William, (5) John, (7) Eliakim, (8) 
>Stof)lien, and (')) George- 
It is plausible that son (5) William', son of John (3), whose date 
of birth was October 2, 1688, who lived and died on Nantucket, and 
who in 1 730 would have been 42 years of age, could have been the 
donor of the Mantucket Bible to John Swain of North Carolina, 
probably his first cousin. It is also plausible that Stephen, 3rd child of 
John (2), migrated to North Carolina at an early age, especially since 
the father of John Swain of North Carolina was named Stephen. This 
Stephen evidently did not marry or otherwise partake of any activity , 
subject to record in Nantucket, nor did he die there. If this supposition 
is correct" John, son of Stephen, could have been about the same age 
as his cousin William when he was given the Nantucket Bible, To carry 
supposition a step further, this Stephen just ■ might be, as was his 
father John (2) in Nantucket, the forebear of all North Carolina 
Swains. 

In summary, Richard may not have been the first Swain to come 
to America, and others of the same name could have followed. In 
addition there is no history available of Richard's son Richard who 
removed to New Jersey. Nor is there any history available, in 
Nantucket or otherwise, of Richard's first wife or any of their four 
children. Any of these, or others, may have contributed the Bible, but 
the word Nantucket provides a definite indication, as to source, that 
leads to the suppositions offered. 

***** 
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WASHBM6T0N COUNTY (NC) SENEALOSXCAL SOCIETY 
Membership Application and Order Form 

Name: 

Address: , 

City, St Zip: , 

E-Mail: 

Researching: . , 

Membership Fee: Family ($18) Individual $15): $ 

Membership Fees are for Full Calendar Year 

Order Form: 



Census: 

1800-1810-1820 Census 

1830 Census 

1840 Census 

1850 Census 

1860 Census 

1880 Census 

Washington County. NC Cemeteries: 

Volume I - Plymouth Township 

Volume IT - Lees Mill Township 

Volume III - Scuppernong Township 

Washington County NC Marriages: Volume I 

Civil War Reader: (1995-2000 .in one) 



$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 
$12.00 

$17.00 
$17.00 
$17.00 
$05.00 
$18.00 



Swinsons ~ From Hawkins Neck to Martin County and Other Points - 

Our Search for the Missing Link 2005- John A. Swinson Sr. $ 30.00 

Add $3 s/h 1 st item. $.50 each additional item $ 

Washington County. NC: a Tapestry (Reduced from $50.00) $40.00 

(Published by Washington County Bicentennial Committee) 
Concord Minutes 1810-1978 $20.00 

(Published by Concord Primitive Baptist Church Preservation Society, Inc.) 
Add $3 s/h either of these 2 $ 



TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ 
Make check payable to WC&S and mail to: WC&S. Attn: Treasurer; Box 567; Plymouth NC 27962-0567 (for info email: 
phelps@gotricounty.com) 
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